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WERE YOU 
GOING TO 


OF COURSE. І 
JUST... 1 JUST 
BROKE UP WITH 

НЕР. Т STILL HAD 

SOME THINGS 

TO WORK OUT, 

Y'KNOW? 






WHEN WE FIRST МЕТ Т МАЗ 
WITH REX, І LIKED YOU, YOU 
WERE SMART, FUNNY... 
ALTHOUGH Т DIDN'T COMPLETELY 
NOTICE IT THEN, GREAT LOOKING, 
BUT І REALLY DIDN'T THINK 
ABOUT IT. YOU WERE A FRIEND. 
Т WAS WITH REX. THAT 

WAS THE END OF ІТ. 


THEN... 
REX РР WHAT 
HE DID AND 
THAT WAS ALL 
OVER. 







AND YOU 
WERE THERE FOR 
ME. YOU WERE SUCH 
А GOOD FRIEND. 
THAT’S--THAT’S WHEN 
ІТ STARTED... AND THAT'S 
RIGHT WHEN YOU GOT 
TOGETHER WITH AMBER, 
TOO. Т WAS DEVASTATED-- 
50 WHEN WILLIAM 
ASKED ME OUT, І 
ACCEPTED. 






HE WAS 
ALWAYS KIND 
OF A WAY TO 
JUST GET 
CLOSER TO 


HE HASN'T 

YET... BUT 

UH, DULY 
МОТЕР. 


IF НЕ EVER 
EVEN IMPLIES 
THAT WE SLEPT 
TOGETHER 
T’LL KILL 


ІТ DIDN’T 
HAPPEN. 

































05, І 
MEAN? 





AFTER I BROKE UP 
WITH WILLIAM, Т JUST-- 
IT WAS PAINFUL ТО ВЕ 
AROUNP YOU. YOU AND 
AMBER WERE SO HAPPY 
ІТ... Т PIP GO ТО AFRICA 
TO HELP PEOPLE, 
TO PO GOOD... 


BUT 
BEING AWAY 
FROM YOU 
WAS A BIG 


OF COURSE, EVE. 
І НАМЕ FEELINGS 
FOR YOU. Т WAS 
JUST TAKING 
SOME TIME. 































тне 
HAS BEEN 
“шиси ALONG TIME 
THAT NAME BRAND COMING, 


ATOM EVE FOR ME. 
CONFIDENCE? I’ve 

NEVER SEEN YOU 
LIKE THIS. 






























І INVITED YOU 
vou 76 TO COME STAY 
: WITH ME IN 


AFRICA... Т НОРЕР 


O 
THAT 
WOULD MEAN 
YOU DID НАМЕ 
х 


BROUGHT 
HER. 





SORRY ТО RAMBLE, 

І JUST WANTED YOU 

TO KNOW HOW Т 
FEEL AND-- 


LOOK, YOU'VE 
BEEN A GREAT 
FRIEND TO ME FOR 
ALONG TIME, AND Т 
CHERISH THAT. Т 
JUST WANT TO TAKE 
IT TO THE NEXT LEVEL. 
I'VE WANTED TO ТАКЕ 
\ IT ТО THE NEXT LEVEL 

FOR A REALLY LONG 
TIME NOW. 













YEAH, Т 
KNOW YOU DO... 
T'VE KNOWN 
FOR A WHILE 
NOW. 
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AFTER Т WAS IN AFRICA 
WITH YOU--WHEN Т FLEW 
HOME TO FIGHT ANGSTROM 
LEVY. HE TRAPPED ME IN 
SOME ALTERNATE DIMENSION. 

ІТ TOOK THE GUARDIANS 

OF THE GLOBE OVER A 
DECADE BUT THEY 
SAVED ME. 












YOU WERE 
WITH THEM. THEY 
CAME BACK IN TIME 
TO WHERE I WAG... 
ONLY MOMENTS AFTER 
I’D BEEN STUCK IN 
THE DIMENSION... 
AND THEY SAVED 
Me. 























I SAW YOU-- 
AN OLDER YOU. 
SHE TOLD ME HOW 
YOU FELT ABOUT ME-- 
URGED МЕ TO LET YOU SHE’D BEEN, 
KNOW HOW I FELT I DON’T KNOW, 
WHETHER I LIKED OBSESSED WITH МЕ 
YOU OR NOT--JUST WHILE I WAS GONE ALL 
TO GIVE YOU THOSE YEARS. SHE 
CLOSURE. SEEMED REALLY 
DISTRESSED OVER IT. 
SHE TOLD ME ALL 
ABOUT HER--YOUR 
FEELINGS. 






SHE TOLD YOU 
EVERYTHING? 


SHE JUST... 
TOLD YOU 
How I 
FELT? 











MARK, РР YOU 
HAVE FEELINGS 
FOR ME BEFORE 
SHE TOLD YOU 
Т НАР FEELINGS 
FOR YOU? MEAN 


І МЕАМ-- 
YOU DIDN’T JUST 
SUDDENLY REALIZE 
YOU LIK! 


ЕР МЕ 


























YOU'RE GOING 
TO CLASS 
TOMORROW? 










TO HAPPEN TONIGHT. 
I’M TRYING TO GET 
THIS HOMEWORK 
DONE SO I CAN 
ACTUALLY GO 
INTO CLASS 
TOMORROW. 







15 
EVERYTH 
OKAY? 
THINK EVE WAS 


CRYING WHEN 
SHELEFT. А 





a 


St 
A CONCENTRATE. 





SOMETHING 
TO HER, BUT... 





I’M NOT ON ANOTHER 


PLANET OR FIGHTING ALIENS 
ON A GIANT SPACE SHIP. I’M 
OT TRAPPE ANOTHER 





м А DIN 
DIMENSION. I’M NOT FIGHTING 
GIANTS OR TRAVELING TO 
ус THE BOTTOM OF THE 
OCEAN. 


I'VE HIT 








THE ERAYSON HOUSE. 
HOME OF MARK’S MOTHER, 
DEBBIE GRAYSON AND 
MARK’S HALF-BROTHER 
OLIVER GRAYSON. 





TRUST ME, THIS 
IS FINE. І DON’T 
MIND WATCHING 
OLIVER EVERY NOW 
AND THEN SO YOU CAN 
GO OUT OR WHATEVER. 
SOME JOBS IN THE 
PAST THE KIDS HAVE 
PRACTICALLY 



















OH, THANK 
You, 
OLIVER. 













APRIL, 
ARE YOU SURE 
YOU'RE COOL 
WITH THIS? 
YOUR JOB TITLE 
DOESN'T INCLUDE 
BABYSITTER. 





YOU'RE 
NOT ASKING TOO 
MUCH. HE’LL ВЕ 

FINE. T’LL TAKE 
CARE OF THE 
LITTLE GUY. 





OLIVER, YOU 
BETTER BEHAVE Г/М NOT 
YOURSELF. ANTICIPATING 


EVERYTHING 
WILL BE FINE-- 
4061 60. 


UPSTATE UNIVERSITY 
WHERE MARK GRAYSON 
15 CURRENTLY ATTENDING 
CLASSES. 


¡AA 
ау 



































OF МҮ NOTORIOUSLY WHAT 
EMPTY CLASSROOM SEATS 
SUDDENLY FILLED. ГМ 
NOT. AN ОКОВӨСЕМАНТ TJUSTWANTEO ЧЫ 


TO PULL YOU ASIDE AND a 
SAY THAT IF YOU THINK 
YOU САМ COME HERE, SO 
LATE IN THE SEMESTER, 






І/М SAYING 
YOU'VE ALREADY 
FAILED MY 
COURSE. 






THERE'S 
REALLY NO 


POINT IN 
SHOWING UP 
Now. 








I CAN'T BELIEVE YOU 
REMEMBER MY SCHEDULE. 
YEAH, Т GOT TIME. WHAT 
ARE YOU IN THE MOOD FOR? 
PIZZA? НОТРО6? 






ЕН... ТЦ. 
LET YOU PICK. 
HOW ABOUT 

THAT? 












N 
\ 








YOU'VE СОТ 
TIME FOR LUNCH, 
RIGHT2 YOUR 
NEXT CLASS ISN'T 


FOR ALMOST TWO 
MORE HOURS, RIGHT? 





ІРОМТ 
THINK T LIKE 
THE SOUND 
OF THIS... 























15 THIS 
ABOUT ME 
QUITTING 


( MARK 
SCHOOL? А 1 MET 


SOMEONE. 


EVEN BEEN GONE A 
YEAR... Т DIDN'T 
WANT THIS TO 

HAPPEN. 21 


HIS NAME 
15 PAUL. HE 
WORKS FOR THE 
SAME REALTOR I’M 


WORKING FOR. HE WAS 
HELPING МЕ OUT-- 
SINCE I WAS JUST 

STARTING, WE BECAME 

FRIENDS AND... І DON’T 
KNOW... HE ASKED 

ME OUT A MONTH 
AGO. 





SINCE THEN, IT’S NOT 
SERIOUS YET, BUTT 
РІРМ?Т WANT YOU TO 
FIND OUT LATER. 
1 WANTED ТО 
TELL YOu. 
















THIS IS REALLY? Т IF IT MAKES YOU 
GREAT, MOM. DON’T KNOW WHY, 4 HAPPY, I’M HAPPY. І 

I'M HAPPY BUT I WAS HAD NOTICED YOU 
FOR YOU. NERVOUS ABOUT WERE, I DON’T KNOW, 





TELLING YOU. т 
DIDN'T KNOW HOW 
YOU’D REACT. 


SELF OR WHATEVER 


RECENTLY. | 





саласы тар 


Қ 
М 


2» 


ЫІ 


NON 


ФА 


/\ 





I WANT ТО 
APOLOGIZE. 








FOR THREATENING YOU HAVE BEEN 
YOUR MOTHER. DESIGNATED THE 
THAT'S NOT HOW Т VILTRUMITE AGENT 
WANTED THIS TO OF THIS PLANET. 
START. IT WAS THE WHAT STEPS HAVE 
ONLY WAY Т YOU TAKEN TO 
THOUGHT T COULD PREPARE THIS 
GET YOU ALONE PLANET FOR 

QUICKLY. EVENTUAL 










FOR THAT, І ТАК 2 
APOLOGIZE. BAER 





HERE TO 
FIGHT You, 
MARK. 


TRUST 
МЕ. IF Т WERE 
HERE TO HURT 

YOU--YOU’D 
ALREADY BE 





TO CLARIFY THINGS. 
І ВЕЦЕМЕ YOU ARE 
UNDER THE IMPRESSION 
THAT VILTRUMITES ARE 
WARMONGERS, A RACE 
TO BE FEARED, 

OPPOSED, EVEN 

DESTROYED. 














Г/М HERE 
TO TELL YOU 
THAT YOU'RE 
MISTAKEN. 





“FUNDAMENTAL 
DIFFERENCES?” 





YOU 
THINK?! 


DESPITE WHAT YOU 


KNOW ABOUT US AND 
ООЁ NATURE. YOU ARE 
MISUNDERSTANDING 


THE INTENT OF OUR 
РЕМЕ TO CONQUER 
OTHER WORLDS. 


I WON'T DENY THERE 
ARE FUNDAMENTAL 
CULTURAL DIFFERENCES 
BETWEEN VILTRUMITES 
AND THE PEOPLE YOU 
WERE RAISED 
AMONGST. 







































AND YOU 
STARTED BY 
THREATENING 
TO KILL MY 
MOTHER? 


OUR 
PEOPLE ARE 
QUICK TO TURN 
VIOLENT. IT 16 
SOMETHING WE 
ALL STRUGGLE 
WITH. HAVE 
YOU NOT 
EXPERIENCED 


THIS 
YOURSELF? 


WE TAKE 
OVER, YES, AND 
МЕ РО ТАКЕ OUR 


SHARE OF A PLANET'S 


NATURAL RESOURCES 


BUT WE BRING SO 
MUCH TO THE 
PLANET IN 
RETURN. 





15 THIS PLANET NOT 
RIDDLED WITH DEATH 
AND DISEASE? ARE 
THESE PEOPLE NOT 


PLAGUED BY VIOLENCE 
AND МАЕ? 


IT WOULD TAKE HUNDREDS 
OF YEARS FOR US TO HARVEST 
WHAT WE NEED FROM THIS 
PLANET. DURING THAT TIME 
THESE PEOPLE WOULD 

EXPERIENCE AN AGE OF 
PEACE AND UNDERSTANDING 
LIKE THEY’VE NEVER 
EXPERIENCED 
BEFORE. 




























WHEN WE'RE DONE 
WE WILL НАМЕ 
DESTROYED THIS 
PLANET--THE SAME AS 
THESE BEINGS YOU 
WISH TO PROTECT 
ARE ALREADY 
DOING. 


















NOTHING 
WOULD ВЕ 
LOST. 





THIS 
WOULD LAST 
FOR GENERATIONS, 
UNTIL NO ONE EVEN 
REMEMBERED 
THE WORLD 
BEFORE. 


A VILTRUMITE 
OCCUPATION WOULD 
RID THEM OF ALL THAT. 
WE WOULD SHARE OUR 

TECHNOLOGY, CURE 
THEIR DISEASES. NO INTO A 
UNSANCTIONED К UTOPIA 
VIOLENCE МОШР /М > 
OCCUR UNDER / > 
OUR RULE. 


МЕ 
COULD 
TRANSFORM 
THIS WORLD 


THEY’D 
Be FED AND 
HAPPY WHILE YOU 
SUCKED THIS 


PLANET DRY-- 
RUINING ІТ. 





EXCUSE ME, 
THIS 15 VERY 
INTERESTING BUT 
I'VE GOT А THING 
I'VE СОТ TO ро 
RIGHT NOW. 
PEOPLE ARE 
DYING 













Т HATE TO INTERRUPT 
THIS THRILLING 
CONVERSATION--WHICH 

WE'RE RECORDING-- 
BUT I'VE ФОТА 

BIG JOB FOR 

YOU. 













вее \ | 
SHE'LL ЕТ Y 
YOU BREAK 


AWAY. SEE 
HOW FRIENDLY 





ТАМ AWARE 
THAT YOU 
PROTECT THESE 
PEOPLE. IF IT WILL 
CONVINCE YOU THAT Т 
AM COMPASSIONATE 
TOWARD THESE 
PEOPLE I WILL HELP. 


JUST 


WE’RE SAVING 
PEOPLE--NOT 
HURTING 
THEM. 


T'LL TRY 
MY BEST TO 
REMEMBER. 
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UH, NICE ONE. 
REALLY. NOW 
LET'S GET 
EVERYONE 
OUT ОҒ THE 
WATER. 


THAT BOAT 15 
SINKING MARK. 
THERE WAS TOO 
UCH DAMAGE 


DONE TO IT 
DURING THE 
ATTACK. 4 
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й ЕЕЕ шіні ені ені ане ГО 


ТИ 


түшаааа лт "7 
a = 


sage 























WHATEVER. STILL, Т CAN 
SEE THAT YOU 
CARE A GREAT 
5 > DEAL ABOUT THIS 
SHUFFIZ PLANET AND ITS 


INHABITANTS. 





Y na = 
ы РУТ 


THE VILTRUMITES AND 
THESE PEOPLE DON'T 
жегет І 
N ALL HA 
NONE ОЕ 
WE WANT OUT OF ў 
THIS DEAL. THESE PEOPLE 


OF THESE PEOPLE 
WOULD HAVE DIED 
TODAY IF І HADN'T 
BEEN HERE TO HELP? | й 
WOULPN’T IT BE NICE IF pz U 
YOU GOT THIS HELP WR 
ON A REGULAR WOULDN’T Ч 
BASIS? YOUR LIFE ВЕ 
EASIER? 


I’M SORRY 
TO HEAR 
THAT. 






STILL NOT 
CONVINCED. 





50-- 
WHAT DO 
YOU SAY? ARE 
YOU GOING TO 
WORK WITH US? 








